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nature of the Word (Memra) of God,1 which, as the Logos, has
played such an important part in Christian theology. Certain
critics maintain that it was simply a natural product of Jewish
thought, and cite as evidence various passages in which the
Word presents the appearance of a real hypostasis.2 Personally
I cannot agree with their reading. The texts in question seem
to me to mean no more than " Jahweh speaks and his word is
with power." Others are of opinion that this notion of the
Word is one of the signs of the influence of Greek speculation,
in both its platonic and its stoic forms. This is possible, and
I am more inclined to accept it, in spite of the difficulty of
proving it.3 Such an influence, which must have worked un-
consciously upon the Jewish doctors, provided them with a
solution of their problem, a solution which was already a
commonplace of Greek thought. To God is attributed the
directing purpose in the creation of the universe and the order-
ing of the material world, without his being directly involved
in either operation himself. It was not necessary to be a
student of Greek philosophy to have a reasonably adequate
idea of the Logos.

In the Talmud the part of intermediary between God and
man is played, not by the Memra, but by the Shechinah. But
already in the Targum of Onkelos and that of Jonathan in
order to avoid anthropomorphism, the Shechinah itself has
replaced Jahweh, and this explains the substitution in the
Talmud.4'

The only one of these divine abstractions which seems to
have reached actual personification was Wisdom.5 Wisdom was
the first of God's creations, and dwelt with Him eternally,
informing and irradiating all His works. The first chapter of
the Wisdom of Jesus, Son of Sirach (Ecclus.), is quite definite on
this point, and a later passage explains that the chosen resting-
place of Wisdom is the Temple of Zion in the midst of

1  CCLII, 395 ;   CCLIH, 347.    C/. CCCV, ii, 302-33 ;  Easkurs uber den
Memra lahves.

2  Isa. Iv. 11 makes the Word God's workman.    C/. also Ps. xxxiii. 6 :
" By the word of Jahweh were the heavens made," and Ps. cxlvii. 15 : " His
word runneth swiftly."

3 Nicolas, CCLXXX, 205, held that the proof was impossible, but this
is an exaggeration.    According to Lagrange (LI, 452), no sort of doctrine
attached to the idea of the Word in Palestine : it was simply and solely
a way of referring to God without speaking His name.    This is too
sweeping.

4 CCLXXX, 156.

5  CCLn, 394 ; CCLIH, 342 ff.    The texts are collected in CCLXXXH,
222.